
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
This guide is prepared to give new or current members an overview of the structure and the 
activities of the Valley Center Kiwanis Club. Don’t hesitate to ask about anything that is not clear. It 
is not possible to discuss all of our activities in one guide. The Valley Center Kiwanis Club is a 
changing dynamic organization and with each new year and each new member our organization 
changes and grows. 
 
MISSION 
The official mission statement of Kiwanis International is "Serving the Children of the World”.  A 
statement that officially describes our organization is “Kiwanis is a global organization of volunteers 
dedicated to changing the world one child and one community at a time”. 
 
OBJECTS 
Kiwanis International has six permanent Objects, originally adopted in Denver, CO in 1924 - they 
have remained unchanged since their adoption: 
 

● To give primacy to the human and spiritual, rather than the material values of life. 
● To encourage the daily living of the Golden Rule in all Human relationships. 
● To promote the adoption and the application of higher social, business, and professional 

standards. 
● To develop, by precept and example, a more intelligent, aggressive, and serviceable 

citizenship. 
● To provide, through Kiwanis clubs, a practical means to form enduring friendships, to render 

altruistic service, and to build better communities. 
● To cooperate in creating and maintaining that sound public opinion and high idealism 

which make possible the increase of righteousness, justice, patriotism, and good will. 
 
 
 



CLUB GOALS 
The goal of the Kiwanis Club is to provide service to our community. Most of our donations and 
hands-on projects are in our local community. Attracting new members and retaining current 
members allows us to provide more service.  
 
Membership involvement is critical in determining the success of our Club. More service projects, 
fundraisers, and social events will continue to help our club grow. Without each member we would 
not have a club. 
 
Our Sponsored Youth programs are well supported by our Club. The sponsored youth program 
includes the Key Club at Valley Center High School and a new Builders Club at Valley Center Middle 
School. We provide Kiwanis advisors that work with the school advisors. We also provide funds for 
leadership programs, conventions, and other miscellaneous functions. 
 
We have members attend other Kiwanis meetings as Interclub meetings with other Kiwanis Clubs 
to provide a means to exchange ideas. 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 
We are involved in many service projects throughout the year. Some only involve 1 or 2 people, 
others involve almost the entire club. 
 

● Miracle Mile of Quarters 
● Valley Center Road Cleanup 
● XMas in the Valley 
● Western Days Carnival 
● Red Cross Blood Drives 
● VCHS Key Club 
● VCMS Builders Club 

 
CLUB MEETING 
The Kiwanis Club of Valley Center meets at the Valley Center Library every Friday from 7am to 8am. 
 
Our meeting is opened with the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag and the invocation. 
Announcements of upcoming activities are news relating to the club is followed by a program that 
is usually a guest speaker presenting a topic of interest to the membership.  Each meeting we enjoy 
breakfast and time for members to socialize. We conduct a weekly drawing with our club members 
and the proceeds are split between the winning member and the club Foundation. 
 
 
 
 
 



DUES 
Our club dues are $115 each quarter.  These dues paid four times a year cover membership in 
Kiwanis International and include a hot breakfast for each member at each Friday's meeting.  Each 
member should insure that his or her monthly dues are paid promptly. 
 
Quarter Breakdown 
October - December 
January - March 
April - June 
July - September 
 
FUND RAISING 
We do one large fundraising activity each year.  The Valley Center Kiwanis Golf Tournament is well 
know and I’m addition to people who want to play golf many people and business in the Valley 
Center community sponsor holes or offer auction items.  This event allows our club to provide 
scholarships, support character education, and many other charitable causes. 
 
CLUB COMMUNICATION 
Club members are sent a weekly reminder about club meetings that include details regarding 
projects and programs. 
 
Our Website is kept up to date with our activities and has a large amount of information.. It has an 
updated club calendar open to anyone.  
 
http://www.valleycenterkiwanis.org 
https://www.facebook.com/columbinekiwanis 
 
PRIVILEGES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF KIWANIS MEMBERSHIP 
What is a Kiwanian? Officially, a Kiwanian is a member of a Kiwanis club and an individual of good 
character who adheres to the standards of good conduct in a community and believes in and 
subscribes to the Objects of Kiwanis International. 
 
Attend Club meetings on a regular basis. If you cannot attend our Club meeting, you are 
encouraged to attend the meeting of another club in the area. An official Inter-club visit is a 
Kiwanis meeting of at least two members from our Club who attend another Kiwanis club in the 
area. If your business takes you out of the local area or state, you are encouraged to visit a Kiwanis 
club in the area you are visiting. Anytime you visit another club; it is an excellent way of obtaining 
new ideas for implementation within our Club. 
 
Every member is encouraged to attend the monthly Board Meeting. Most of the Club business is 
conducted at the Board Meetings. Only board members are eligible to vote. 
 



KIWANIS HISTORY 
Kiwanis was founded in Detroit, Michigan, January 21, 1915, by professional organizer, Allen Browne. 
The first Kiwanian was a merchant tailor named Joseph Prance. The original name was "The 
Benevolent Order of Brothers", and its purpose was the mutual exchange of preferred treatment in 
professional and business dealing. Within a year, the name had been changed to "Kiwanis", taken 
from an American Indian term "Num Keewanis" which means roughly "Self Expression". It had also 
become obvious that the original purpose lacked appeal for many members. The purpose of the 
organization thus became "community service", a humanitarian concept from which Kiwanis has 
never deviated. Shortly thereafter, Kiwanis "bought itself" from organizer Allen Browne and began a 
growth pattern that continues today. 
 
In 1916, Kiwanis entered Canada (Hamilton, Ontario), thus becoming "international". Kiwanis moved 
into Mexico (Tijuana, Baja California) in 1962, breaking with its long-standing tradition of serving 
only in the United States and Canada. International extension has continued since as a standing 
tradition, and today Kiwanis serves the needs of over 89 nations and geographic areas. There are 
approximately 8,000 clubs and 218,514 members. 
 
In July of 1987, the assembled delegates meeting in Washington, DC, at the 72nd Annual Kiwanis 
International Convention voted to permit women to be sponsored for membership in Kiwanis 
clubs. Approximately 30 - 35,000 women have joined since that date. 
 
Kiwanis is part of a twenty-first-century phenomenon. The "service club movement", as it has been 
termed, is one of North America's most important contributions to the life of our times. Today, the 
service club movement is bigger, better accepted, and more desired than ever before in its history. 


